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REMARKS 

Status of the Claims 

Claims l.Harependmgmtheapplication. Applicants hereby amend claims 1,2 7 8 9 
10, 11 and 12, and hereby add new claims 15-20. After entry of this paper, claims 1-20 will' be ' 
pending for examination. 

Amendmen ts to the Q ainLv 

Applicant* have amended claims 1 and 2. Support for me amendments to claims 1 and 2 
.s found a. least at page 3, lines 4-10 andpage 7, Itaes , 2 . 18 . According*, the amendments to 
claims 1 and 2 add no new matter. 

Applicant have amended claims 7, S.9,10.11 and 12 to correct typographical errors and 
to prov.de further clarification. The amendments to claims 7. 8. 9, 10, 1 1 and 12 add no new 

matter. 

Applicants have added new claim, 15-20 to further define various aspects of the present 
invention. Support for claims 15-20 is found at least on page 2, lines 4-28, and thus no new 
matter has been introduced through inclusion of these claims. 

Rejections T inder. US TTXr $ in-> 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 6 have been rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 4,219,529 to Tersteeg et al ('Tersteeg"). 

Tersteeg discloses an apparatus for analyzing a fluid sample on a slide wherein the 
sample is incubated, analyzed and disposed, m the incubator, the slides are rotated 180° 
Act.vat.on in the incubator is stopped to accept a slide and stopped to remove a slide from the 
incubator. The slides move through the apparatus in a single direction (including the rotation 
step w,thin the incubator) to be heated, analyzed and disposed. 

Claims 1 and 2 have been amended to recite the direction of the paths of movement of the 
sample plates toward and away from the analytic apparatus, namely that the first and second 
samp* plates are moved in two directions that are opposite from each other. Such movement 
msnnnizes the time needed to transport and analyze a plurahty of sample plates, each cont^ 
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•»tf-<ta*i--*-*«i-ta.ii.« dy , - fc«« 1(I(11 , -t ^ 

cted m the Office Action, lails to teach or suggest an a Ppara(us fa,^^^ ,„ 

movement. r * 



Refection* Under 35 TTS m C. §M1 

Claim.7-12 wererejeetedunder35U.S.C. §103 (.) as ahegedly being obvious over 
Tersteeg in view of US Paten. No. 5,736,102 to Seaton et ,1 ("Seaton"). 

^ferntechaniantdi^o^fteretoto^veinareversedirecH^ Se«o» is advanced for 

mlorwanlandrev^direcaor. Tersteeg is discussed above. IfTersteegweretomcorporate. 
^^^S^movementofthe^ 

co.hs.on with « incoming second plate and thus undestaMy stop the analysis of sunple on a 
«mple Oh. Seaon discloses a samp!e testing machine where a sample uay contoning a 

plurahty of sampfe treating sttuo*, There is no discing or suggestion in Seaton of an 
apparatus for moving a plurality of samp Ic frays i„ oppose directions a. different vertical 
he^ts. ApphcantsrespectMy submit that Seaton does no, pn,vide*e teaching missing in 
Tersteeg, ^ thus dependent Cairns 7-12 are novel and uon-obvious over the cited prior art. 

Cl ^ I3 ^'<™-^«ted«uder35^^ 
Ters te g m v,ewofUSPate M No.6,lI W 5 1 teHmerdcampOBm^p^. The Office Action 
^•^»™„Id be obvious to mc^fyTersteeg^ 

^^ometer. Te^eeg is discussed above. Hiltenkamp describes MALDI mass spectrometry 
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Applies ™^ tod*ta*. rf 

Tersteeg. and thus claims 13 and 14 are nove! and non-obvious over fte ^ ^ 

^"^^.'isresp^yreaues.^ 

^^^^^^^^^^^ 

uus case, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at (508) 383-7406 

respect totftis^Am *'*|" eve no *^tionaI fee beyond the petition for extension of* time is due with 

authorized to draw. 

Dated: July 29 2004 

7 ' Respectfully submitted, 

Andrew T. Karnakis, Esq. 

Attorney for Applicants, Reg. No. 27,909 

Applied Biosystems 

500 Old Connecticut Path 

Framingham, MA 01701 

Direct Phone: (508) 383-7406 

Facsimile: (508) 383-7468 
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